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Document Overview

This document is designed to help with exporting record sets as a template usable by Microsoft Excel.  This data can then be imported into a Certify record set.  The Export action in the Certify record set editor creates a comma separated value (CSV) file which contains the variable names as column headers, and rows of data that Excel can pull into a worksheet.  Data can then be changed, added, or deleted in Excel as necessary.  The user will then save this worksheet as a CSV file.  The Import action in the Certify record set editor allows you to point to the location of the Excel created CSV file and import that data back into Certify.  

Best practices suggest the following:

· The parent level Certify process contains the names of all the processes that utilize recordsets – including any child processes in the description.   

· Utilize a variable in place of a hardcoded recordset name. This allows us to define any number of different recordsets that could be used for that test flow. 

· Every recordset used in the process must be named the same as the test case (along with any variants) for consistency.

Example:


· The test case name is OTC_BaseProcess_TestCase1.00.

· Every recordset used in that process will be named OTC_BaseProcess_TestCase1.00.
· If another recordset is created for that process, it would be named something like OTC_BaseProcess_TestCase1.01
Certify Recordset Export

· Allows you to select where to store the CSV output file.
· Select the delimiter (comma, tab, space, etc.).
· Select the option to include/ignore the header (variable) names.
· Enter in the Text Qualifier (such as “ ).
Certify Record set Import

· Allows you to replace or append to the current recordset.
· Allows you to select where the CSV input file is located.
· Select the delimiter (comma, tab, space, etc.).
· Select the option to ignore the 1st line (normally the header information).
· Enter in the Text Qualifier (such as “ ).
· Provide a view of the data format prior to importing.
Certify Test Processes Review
The tree display in the Process Editor identifies processes that have recordsets attached at the step level with the[image: image2.png]


 icon.  If the icon is a [image: image3.png]


, then that process is executed without a recordset attached. Note however that a recordset may be attached as a child process inside its parent.
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Driver Recordset Concept

A driver recordset contains the topmost level data to run the test and contains data such as:

· Recordset name

· Setup data

· Role based information
Example of a driver recordset:
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The recordset name variable allows use of that named recordset at any process in the test case that has a recordset attached.  Since this driver recordset has two lines (records), the entire test will run twice – once with data from the recordset OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07 and again with data from OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07-Brazil.
The key to this working successfully is that OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07 and OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07-Brazil must exist in every Certify Data folder that contains the transactional processes (such as VA01_CreateConsignmentOrder).
Ensure that the Recordset Exists and is Named Properly
From the above example, we understand that every process with a record set attached must have at least two recordsets under the associated layout. In this example they are… OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07 and OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07-Brazil
If a recordset is missing or misspelled, Certify will abort that process. If we use the following methodology we can avoid that problem.

Driver Recordset Naming

Name the recordset meaningfully so that its use is fully understood, such as

OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07 makes more sense than just TestCase2.07.

Set the recordset name inside the driver recordset name to be the same name as the recordset.
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To ensure accuracy, copy the NAME field and paste it into the recordset Name field. Add any variant name if needed. We will use the copied name on the clipboard to name the other recordset properly.
Transactional Recordset Naming

· Navigate to the data module in Certify and open each transaction code folder under Unit Test that will need a recordset (as listed in the test case description).

According to the above example, the following T-Codes have recordsets:

VA | VA01_ConsignmentOrder

VA | E_VA01_CreateStandardOrder

VL | E_VL02N_AddPackingMaterial

NOTE: According to the description in the OTC test case, MMBE and CO09 use the same recordset used by E_VA01_CreateStandardOrder, so no recordset is needed in MM or CO folders.

· Click on the layout in the VA folder with the same name as the process being executed (in this case, VA01_CreateConsignmentOrder).
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· Click on the Recordsets tab [image: image8.png]| B Recordsets



.
· Right–click in the detail pane and select New Recordset.
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· Paste the name from the clipboard into the recordset name field and provide a brief description.
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· Enter the data into the proper fields.
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· Click OK.

· Repeat the same process for any additional records in the Driver Recordset (OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07-Brazil).
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· We also know that there is a child process in the VA folder that will also need the same named recordset – E_VA01_CreateStandardOrder. That Layout will also need the two named Recordsets OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07 and OTC_ConsignmentFillUp_TestCase2.07-Brazil.
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· Repeat for VL | E_VL02N_AddPackingMaterial.
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Advanced Method of Populating Data into a Recordset

Certify allows you to export a Recordset to Excel and use the power of the spreadsheet to help create and maintain the data. That data can then be imported into Certify for use during test execution.

Certify matches column positions when importing into a Recordset. Therefore it’s suggested that the recordset layout be exported first. This will ensure the correct columns positions are used. To export a layout template do the following:

· Click on the Data Module. 

· Click on the folder that contains the layout to be exported.
· Click on the Recordset tab.
Exporting from Certify
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· Open (or Create) a Recordset.
· Click on Export.
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· The Export configuration box pops up.
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1. File Name – this is the path and file name to store the CSV file

2. Browser button – Displays a list of selectable locations

3. Column Delimiter – normally Tab or Comma is best method

4. Include Headers – This will label the columns in Excel

5. Text Qualifier – Default is normally OK

· Each business area will have a folder created.
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· Under each business area folder will be the following folder structure:

In that folder will be the named test cases – without the numbers.
Example: BaseProduct, CrossCountrySales, EuropeSales, etc.
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· Each of those folders contains the numbered test cases as folders.  Example:  BaseProduct could contain TestCase1.00 TestCase1.01, etc
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· Press the [image: image21.png]


 and navigate to the folder to export the Certify Layout/Recordset.

· Enter in the name of the exported file.
Example: OTC_Base Process_TestCase1.00.
Replace .TXT with  .CSV at the end of the file.
Example: OTC_Base Process_TestCase1.00.TXT will become OTC_Base Process_TestCase1.00.CSV.
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· Click Save.
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· Be sure the Export configuration screen looks like this and press OK. 
· Repeat for all recordsets that will need to be maintained for that Certify test process.

Using Microsoft Excel to read and write exported Certify Files

· Start the Excel program and click on the Open Files icon.
· Open the folder that will contain the Exported Certify files.
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· The TestCase folder will contain the output files from Certify Export. These files will be opened with Excel, edited as needed, and saved back out to the same TestCase folder to be imported by Certify.
· Click Open.
For .txt files, the Excel import wizard will appear, otherwise .CSV files open directly into the spreadsheet.

· Select Delimiter and click Next.
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· Click Tab and/or Comma as delimiters (clicking both is OK), validate that the columns are populated correctly and click Next.

[image: image27.png]Text Import Wizard - Step 3 of 3 2|

This sreen s you select sach column and set Column data Format

the Data Format,  General

“General converts numeric values to numbers, date | Text
vales todates, and allemaining vaues tatext. |~ o oy

e

Data preview

€ Do not port column (skip)

Es L L L L
ales Organizacion pistribucion Channel Pivision fold
a1s o 3 5187

L E—

[ T




· Click Finish.
· Edit the spreadsheet as necessary
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· Save the file as the same name opened.
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· Close Excel.
· Click No to next popup.
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Note: you cannot import a recordset into Certify if the file is still open in Excel.

Importing into Certify

The import feature of Certify allows data created by Excel and saved as a .CSV or .TXT files to be imported into a recordset. This helps facilitate the loading of mass data from Excel to Certify.

· To begin the import procedure, navigate to the folder in the Data Module of Certify that contains the layout and recordset to be populated.
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· Right-click and select New Record (or highlight existing record if the data will replace a current recordset).

· Provide the test case name and brief description. 

· Click Import.
· Fill in the Import configuration screen as outlined below

NOTE: Excel may switch the CSV format out to TAB.  Select Tab and validate data comes in correctly.  Otherwise switch it back to Comma.
· Click OK.
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· Copy the Recordset name to the clipboard as it will be used as the name for all additional records to import for this test case.

· Repeat for all the CSV files that exist in the test case folder.
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Note that the naming conventions will help you figure out what data folder the test case data should go in.  In the above example there are three recordsets used in the BaseProcess test: 

· OTC_BaseProduct_TestCase1.01.txt
· Should be created in the 1. Solae | 2. Integration | OTC folder

· VA01_CreateStandardOrder_TestCase1.01.txt
· Should be created in the 1. Solae | 2. Unit Test | VA folder

· E_VA01_CreateStandardOrder_TestCase1.01.txt
· Should be created in the 1. Solae | 2. Unit Test | VA folder

· NOTE: The E_  just represents it’s a child process to the transaction that follows the E_ (VA01 in this case)
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